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Edgar Evins State Park

is located on the shores of Center Hill Lake in the
steep, i‘ii”g Eastern Higi‘lianci Rim. The Prcvaicnt
activitg is water recreation inciuciing boatin ?isiwing,
and water skiing. wildlife such as deer, wild turkeg,
raccoon, skunk, and groundiﬁo migiﬁt be observed
on a tgPicai outing, Three owl sPccies, numerous
hawks ‘and wintcring bald eagics may be seen or
]’icard, as well as the rare Cerulean Warglcr, a summer
resident of the park’s abundant mixed hardwood
forests. The park has 6000 acres total with 1500
acres on the ciPeve|oPed north side of the lake and
4500 on the undeve|oped south side, An observation
tower at the Visitor Center offers a sPcctacuiar view
of Center Hill Lake and the surrounding hillsides.

The Park was dedicated in 1975 and named for James
Edgar Evins, a Dekalb County businessman and
mayor of ncarby Smithville. As a 2-term state senator,
Evins was instrumental in the devciopmcnt of Center
Hill Dam and Reservoir.

Restaurant and Marina

The restaurant at Edgar Evins is the Ga”cg, located at
Ecigar Evins Marina. The Marina and restaurant are
considered part of the Park but are Privatelg owned
and operated. Please call the marina for further

details at (931) 858-5695 or (888) 858-5695.

Meeting Rooms

Indoor meeting space available is in the Camper
Registration Buiiding. This buiiding can comFortablH
accommodate %0 people and is handicapped accessi-
ble. 1t is free to cabin guests, but requires reserva-
tions. Outside Parties may rent the building for a
minimal ci’iarge.

Cabins

Ecigar Evins has %4 one-bedroom AA rental units with
central heating and air, stove, rcxcrigerator, microwave,
tcicvision, coo%dng, eating utensils and bed and bath
linens. These units are available mid—January thru mid-
December. Reservations up to one year Prior to arrival
are accepteci during this time frame. Guaranteed check-
in is 3:00 p.m. ancigciweckout is 10:00 a.m. These units
have two full size beds in the bedroom and a sofa-sleep-
er in the iivirig area. There is a full bath in each unit.
Individual balconies face Center Hill Lake and have limit-
ed views of the Lake and a swimming ool. Comparabie
to townhouses or chaiets, these bax spii level rental units
are contained in six buildings. There are only four Pet
Friendig units available so éase call for avaiiagiiitg. Pets
are not allowed in the other 30 units. A courtesg cioci(,
consisting of 16 uncovered boat sli s, IS available to reg-
istered cabin guests on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Campin

There are 60 campsites with water and electrical
i‘lookups‘ Four sites have been ngracicd for iargcr RVs
to Provide 50am -220volts service. Garbagc cans are
located at each site. There are 3 bathhouses with hot
showers. A sewage dump station is ccntra”g located in
the campground. APProximate| 20 campsites and one
bathhouse are open ycar~round? CamPsitcs will acco-
modate campers up to %3 feet. CamPgrounci is a Self-
Regjstration camp, round. Five Primitive sites are avail-
able. Sites are offered on a first-come first-serve basis.
Pets are allowed in the camp round but must be on a
leash. Volunteer camPground%ost on site 31.

Hiking

There are aPProximateiy 11 miles of trails at Eclgar Evins
ran]gini from moderate to strenuous. OFf the ?ark’s 5
trails, the longest is the 9—mi|e Jack Ciagbom Millennium
Trai|; registration is require(i at this trailhead. Other trails
vary in éngtii up to i mile. The Higiiiand Rim Nature Traii,
located at the Visitor Center, is noted for an abundance

of sPring wildflowers.

Fishing

Center Hill Lake is open for Fishinggear—rounci‘ SPecies
inciude, Largemoutii Bass, Smallmouth Bass, Kentuck
Bass, walle e, Black CraPPic, Catfish (three varieties)
Biuegi”, ang various other roug]'i fish. A valid Tennessee
Fis]qing license is requireci Bait is available at Ecigar Evins
Marina and numerous other locations around the lake.

Picnic Pavilions and Piaygrounds

There are three Picnic shelters located near the marina.
Unless reserved, ti‘neg are on a first-come basis. A new
iiandicap accessible rest room is ncarbﬂ. Each Shelter
has aPProximateig 9 Picnic tables and can accommodate
up to75 PcoPle. A iiu%c FirePlace/gri” is located in each
Paviiion. There are 3 p aggrouncl areas in the Park. Man
individual Picnic tables can be found near the marina ang
the cabins.

Boating
There are two boat launch ramps within the Park. The
ark offers seasonal pontoon boat rides (no ciiarge,
Eowever donations to the Friends of Edgar Evins are
accepted). For information on boat rentals, siiP rentals,
boat fuel, boat repair and icishing information, Picase call
F:cigar Evins Marina at (931) 858-5695. Projcctcd low
lake levels on Center Hill may rendér the Park
Boat Launch Ramps inacccssig|c, Plcasc call the
Park Office for alternate launch locations.

Planned Programs

lntchrctativc programs for all ages are scheduled ciuring
the summer months. Subjects range from local histor
to flora and fauna. Speciai programs are also Provicieg
upon request

Swimming

There is a small Pooi available for cabin guests oni}j, with
no lifesuard on ciuty, The Pooi is open Memorial Day
ti’xroug% Labor Dag.

Amphith ecatre
A small fire circle is located adjacent to the campground,

which may be used bg the pu |ic, Provided no Pari( [l:>ro~

grams are SCi"lCCiUlC
PCOPIC.

Nearby Attractions
® Center Hill Dam, 1 mile
® Cordell Hull Lake, Cart]'iage TN. 12 miles
® Appalachian Center for Craicts,
Smithville TN. 12 miles

y 1>

there. It seats aPProximatc

Other Nearby State Parks
® Durgess Falls State Natural Area, 24 miles
® Rock Island State Parig 40 miles
() Stan&ing Stone State Park, 45 miles

Annual Events

Y Friends of Ecigar Evins Waterfall Tour,
mid March

() Ecigar Evins SPring wildflower Fiing,
late Marciﬁ/ear|3 APrii

o Cciebration, APPalaciwian Center for CraFts,
1st weekend in APrii

® Annual F‘iag Retirement Ceremony,
Saturdag before Memorial Dag

® Annual Fiddlers Jamboree, Smithville TN.
weekend closest to Juig 4th.

® Lancaster Fire Hall Jam,
2nd Saturdag in August

® Off the Beaten Path tour,
Smithville Chamber of Commerce, earig Fall

Y Friends of Ecigar Evins Fall Cruise,
late September/ earlg October

® Center Hill Lake Cican—ug D39
(sponsoreci bg Corps of ngineers)
Ist Sat. in Oct.



